


Myakka River – Upper and Lower River Sub-basins



Major Streamflow Gages – Myakka River Watershed        
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Lower Myakka River
Proposed Minimum Flow Rule 

• Withdrawals limited to excess flow (up to 130 cfs) in upper 
river sub-basin when flows at the Myakka River near Sarasota 
gage are less than 400 cfs

• Withdrawals include excess flow plus 10% of remaining flow 
at gage when gaged flows exceed 400 cfs

• Minimum flows for Myakkahatchee Creek adopted within 
five years



Lower Myakka River
Adaptive management options 

• The simultaneous implementation of the Upper 
Myakka River Basin Initiative and the Lower Myakka 
minimum flows will require hydrologic monitoring and 
adaptive management  

• Evaluate strategies to replace lost flows to the Lower 
River resulting from removal of excess flows



Lower Myakka River
Minimum flows Current status

• Have received report of scientific peer review panel

• Panel is interested in historic flow simulation that includes 
effects of Cowpen Slough and Blackburn Canal modifications 
on reducing flow to the lower river

• Panel emphasizes the District evaluate strategies to replace 
lost flows to the Lower River resulting from removal of excess 
flows, particularly in the dry season

• District will respond to peer review report


